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The Australian Terrier



History/Origin

ÅAlthough the exact 

history is unclear 

ATôs are thought to 

have evolved from 

the following terrier 

breeds:

ÅDandie, Skye, 

Scotch, Irish, 

Yorkshire and the 

old Black & Tan



Historical Info Continued

ÅNot bred for any one 

purpose but used for 

many different 

things; bred to be 

both a worker and a 

companion.

ÅNeeded to be able 

to handle the terrain 

and climate

ÅBreeding a terrier to 

suit the  harsh 

conditions in 

Australia resulted in 

a rugged, hard 

bitten, fearless dog 

that was equally at 

home-indoors or 

out, The Australian 

Terrier 



Late 1890ôs-Early 1940ôs



1940ôs  To The Present

ÅSmall, Sturdy

ÅPricked ear, docked 

tail

ÅSoft silky topknot

ÅDistinctive ruff and 

apron

ÅBody is long in 

proportion to height



Historical Information

Å1st exhibited in 
Australia as Rough 
Coated Terrier in 
1890ôs

Å1st breed of dog 
recognized as native 
to Australia and 1st 
Australian breed 
officially accepted 
elsewhere.

ÅRecognized in Great 
Britain in 1933

ÅAccepted into AKC 
registry in 1960 the 
first terrier addition 
in 24 years and the 
114th breed entered 
into the stud book

Å1st ATCA Specialty 
Show in 1962



General Appearance

ÅSmall, sturdy, medium 

boned working terrier

ÅRather long in 

proportion to height

ÅPricked ears & docked 

tail

ÅBlue/Tan, solid sandy or 

solid red in color

ÅHarsh textured outer 

coat



General Appearance 

Continued
ÅDistinctive ruff and 

apron

ÅSoft silky topknot

ÅSound and free 

moving with good 

reach and drive



General Appearance



Size, Proportion, Substance

ÅSize:  height 10-11 inches at the withers

ÅProportion:  length of back from withers 

to the front of tail is about 1-1 1/2 inches 

longer than from the withers to the 

ground

ÅSubstance: good working condition, 

symmetry and balance determine 

weight





Correct Head Type



Head
ÅThe head is long and 

strong.  The muzzle length 
is equal to the length of the 
skull

ÅExpression:  keen and 
intelligent

ÅEyes: Small, dark brown to 
black

(the darker the better) and 
set well apart, rims are 
black and oval in shape

ÅFAULTS:  Light-colored 
or protruding eyes

ÅEars: small, erect and 
pointed, set high on the 
head yet well apart



Head

ÅSkull: slightly longer 
than wide and full 
between the eyes with 
slight but definite stop

ÅMuzzle: strong and 
powerful with slight fill 
under the eyes, jaws 
are powerful

ÅNose: Black, Lips tight 
and dark brown  or 
black rimmed

ÅBite: Scissors     Teeth 
of good size



Head

ÅA desirable breed 
characteristic is an inverted 
V-shaped area free of hair 
extending from the nose up 
the bridge of the muzzle, 
varying in length in the 
mature dog..  (The leather 
on the nose is the black, 
hairless area that narrows 
as it goes from the nose 
back toward the eyes.  It 
generally develops after 
middle age)

Å(The skull is flat, not 
rounded (domed).  The 
muzzle is strong, not 
narrow.)



Forequarters
ÅShoulders-Long blades, 

well laid back, only 
slight space between 
blades at the withers

ÅLength of upper arm is 
comparable to length of 
shoulder blade.

ÅAngle between the 
shoulder and upper arm 
is 90 o.

ÅFaults: Straight, loose 
and loaded shoulders



Elbows

ÅClose to the chest



Forelegs

ÅStraight, parallel 

when viewed from 

the front.

ÅBone is round and 

medium in size.

ÅForelegs set well 

under the body with 

definite body 

overhang (keel)



Forechest (Keel)

ÅThe forechest 

extends well forward 

of the front legs.  

The keel of the 

chest extends below 

the elbows.



Feet Illustrated


