
 
 

Instructions for Application to the Australian Terrier Club of America 
 

Thank you for your interest in a membership with the Australian Terrier Club of America 
(ATCA). The application is a two-part form consisting of the application itself and a copy 
of the ATCA Code of Ethics. Both parts must be filled out in their entirety in order to be 
complete. A separate set is required for each applicant. Applicants must have two  
ATCA sponsors who have been members in good standing for not less than TWO 
years. At least one sponsor must have known the applicant for a period of ONE year to 
vouch for his/her desirability as a Club member. 
 
A written letter of recommendation is required from both sponsors and must accompany 
the application.  

 
The components for a complete application package are listed as follows: 
 
1. ATCA Application Form and ATCA Code of Ethics (COE) 

• Applicant must fill out and sign both the Application Form and COE  
• Sponsors must sign the Application Form 

2. Applicant’s resume in letter format 
3. Initiation Fee ($5.00) 
4. Annual Dues 

• $35.00 Regular Membership (over 18 years, voting status) 
• $  8.00 Junior Membership (over 12 years, under 18 years of age, non-voting status) 

5. Letters of Recommendation from two ATCA sponsors 

 

One sponsor will review your completed application and send it to the ATCA 
Corresponding Secretary for processing. Obtain signature and letter of recommendation 
from the other sponsor before sending your application package to your submitting 
sponsor. Make your check payable to the Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc. for the 
total amount (initiation fee and dues). Forward everything to your submitting sponsor. 
The submitting sponsor will sign and review your application package, add their letter of 
recommendation and mail everything to the corresponding secretary. 
 

Note - Incomplete applications will be returned to the submitting sponsor for completion 
and shall be removed from processing until that time. Please ensure that you have 
included EACH of the items requested above and that ALL questions on your application 
are answered. Membership applications will be processed on a quarterly basis. 

 

Membership applications are acted upon by the ATCA Officers and Board of Directors 
via mail ballot.  After receipt of the completed application, names of the applicant and 
his/her sponsors will be listed in the next ATCA newsletter (published quarterly). 
Members will be given one month after receipt of the newsletter to respond with 
comments to the ATCA Board. The Board will review any comments received. If no 
further information is required, the applicant will be eligible for a vote by the Board. If 
comments are received that require clarification from either the applicant or the 
applicant’s sponsors, the voting process will be postponed until all items are clarified. 
 
Once an applicant is voted into membership, the Club Recording Secretary will send the 
new member a packet containing a membership pin, the Club Constitution and By-Laws, 
and a copy of the Code of Ethics. For questions, please email info@australianterrier.org 
 
 

Return Completed Application Package to:  
Debby Sharp, ATCA Corresponding Secretary, 7840 Bell Road, Knoxville, TN  37938-2601 
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APPLICATION FOR ATCA MEMBERSHIP   
 
If additional space is needed, please write, “See Resume” and include details in your resume.  
Applications submitted with unanswered/blank questions, missing letters of recommendation, 
missing initiation/annual dues, or without a signed COE will be returned for completion 

NAME (Please print):      KENNEL NAME:        

ADDRESS:        

CITY:        STATE:        ZIP:        

TELEPHONE:    Home              Work             Fax             

EMAIL ADDRESS:       BIRTH DATE (If Junior Member): 

      OCCUPATION:       

Are you a newcomer to Australian Terriers?    Yes  No    If not, how long have you owned Australian 
Terriers?                                                                                                                                                                 

How did you become interested in the Breed?        

  

Was Australian Terrier(s) purchased for   Pet    Show    Obedience    Breeding    Other 

In which of these activities are you currently active?        

How many Aussies do you own as sole owner?             No. of Males?          No. of Females?      

How many Aussies do you co-own?                 No. of Males?           No. of Females?       

Have you ever been a member of ATCA?   Yes   No    If yes, when?        
Have you ever applied for membership before?   Yes   No    If yes, when?        

Why do you want to join the ATCA?       

Are you willing to work on Club committees?   Y   N   (Please indicate your interest):    Shows     
Special Skills 

 Hobby/Craft    Other  (Describe your skills/ talents that can help the club. For example: writer, artist, 
web design, etc.):  

           

Do you own other breeds?   Yes   No   If yes, please identify them:       

Indicate number of dogs owned and co-owned in each of the additional breeds:       

 

Are you currently a member of All-Breed, Group or Specialty dog club(s)?   Yes   No    (Give name, 
dates of active membership, positions held)?        

 

If you are a breeder, do you sell all pet puppies requiring spay/neuter and on limited registration?    Yes  
 No 

State the number of litters bred and whelped by you in the last three years.  Indicate whether you are owner 
or co-owner, and whether you were responsible for placing the puppies.       

 

Are your dogs registered with the AKC?   Yes   No    AKC Titles Won?       

Have your AKC privileges ever been suspended or revoked?   Yes   No      (If yes, please explain) 
explanation) 

R E Q U I R E D  S I G N A T U R E S  

(1)   Sponsor :                                 Length of time known  
    

  

(2)   Sponsor :  Length of time known 
   
   

“I understand that membership in the Australian Terrier Club of America, Inc. is a privilege, not a 
right, and if membership should be denied, no reason will be given.” 

Applicant:                                                                                                               Date: 

 
Return Completed Application Package to Debby Sharp, ATCA Corresponding Secretary 

7840 Bell Road, Knoxville, TN 37938-2601 
 

 



 
 
 

Code of Ethics 
 

Preamble 

     

The purpose of this Code of Ethics is to describe and set forth the ideals necessary to advance and protect the interests of the Australian 

Terrier and the members of the Australian Terrier Club of America. As the primary objective of the members of the Club is to keep, breed 

and promote healthy, happy Australian Terriers, true to their heritage and the standard, each member is obliged to consider the welfare of 

the breed foremost in the course of their proceedings as owners and fanciers. Whether engaged in activities involving competition, 

breeding, or selling of Australian Terriers, members are duty-bound at all times to refrain from any actions that would be prejudicial to the 

best interests of either the breed or the Club.   

This Code of Ethics embodies the principles to which we subscribe as a condition of membership in the Australian Terrier Club 

of America. Membership is a privilege conferred by the Board of Directors, acting on behalf of the membership, upon those individuals 

who meet and uphold the high standards set forth in the Constitution and Bylaws and the Code of Ethics. As members, we are individually 

charged with abiding by this Code and expecting similar compliance from all other members. 

          Nothing in this Code of Ethics shall be construed to be in violation of the Constitution and Bylaws of the Australian Terrier Club of 

America or the rules and regulations of the American Kennel Club. If any provision of this Code of Ethics imposes a greater obligation 

and/or more stringent course of action than the Constitution and Bylaws, it shall prevail. Any individual who applies for membership will 

receive a copy of the Code of Ethics and by signing, declare his or her acceptance of its provisions in their entirety. 

 

General Conduct 

 Read and be familiar with the Australian Terrier Club of America Breed Standard as approved by the American Kennel Club; 

support and abide by the Code of Ethics, the Constitution and Bylaws of the Australian Terrier Club of America and the rules of 

the American Kennel Club. 

 Conduct themselves in a manner that reflects credit upon them, the breed, and the Club by practicing and promoting responsible 

dog ownership whether at home, while participating in dog events, or when traveling with their dog(s). 

 Accept responsibility for educating the public about the breed and the importance of responsible dog ownership. Honestly 

represent the Australian Terrier by disclosing known health issues and advising prospective owners of the breed’s characteristics 

and suitability. 

 Refer the public to either the Club’s Breeder Referral liaison or the ATCA web site when asked about the current/future 

availability of puppies and/or adult dogs.  No member shall knowingly refer the public to anyone who has violated any of the 

principles set forth in this Code of Ethics. 

 Encourage and educate new owners through constructive commentary and example. 

 Participate in the efforts of the Australian Terrier Club of America to gather information assessing the health and longevity of the 

breed. 

 Support activities and programs sponsored by the Australian Terrier Club of America to the best of their ability. 

 Take responsibility for Australian Terriers that are impounded in humane societies, animal shelters or rescue organizations as 

circumstances permit. 

 

Responsibilities of Owners 

 Put the welfare of each of their dogs above personal gain, profit and/or personal convenience. 

 Assume responsibility for proper feeding, provide clean and safe living conditions, maintenance, socialization, exercise and 

training of all dogs in their care; retain or house only the dogs for which they have adequate time, facilities and resources. 

 Provide their dog(s) with adequate health care and appropriate immunizations and/or serum titer level tests. 

 Practice responsible dog ownership by keeping their dog(s) safe and under control at all times, being careful to observe local 

curb, leash and containment ordinances. 

 Consider permanently identifying their dog(s) by tattoo or microchip implant. 

 Re-home their dog(s) when necessary by making appropriate and responsible placements. At no time shall a member dispose of 

an Australian Terrier at an animal shelter, rescue facility, or through a secondary agent. 

 

Responsibilities of Exhibitors 

 Display good sportsmanship at all dog events, both in and outside the ring, and treat all judges, competitors, officials, and 

spectators with courtesy.  

 Conduct themselves at all times in a manner that will reflect favorably on the breed and the Australian Terrier Club of America. 

 Refrain from maligning or misrepresenting other Club members or their dogs.  

 Make every effort to prevent their dogs from injuring others or damaging another’s property. 

 Exhibit Australian Terriers that are conditioned and properly presented for competition.  In the interest of good sportsmanship, 

members will make every effort to show entered exhibits on each day that they are scheduled to compete. 

 

Responsibilities of Breeders 

 Accept and acknowledge that they have a lifetime responsibility to the breed, to those who purchase their puppies, and to the 

dogs they produce. A breeder is defined as an individual who allows the use of an Australian Terrier, whether owned or leased, to 

sire or produce a litter of puppies. 

 Breed only to advance and improve the breed. 

 



 

 

 Breed as closely as possible to the Australian Terrier Club of America Breed Standard as approved by the American Kennel 

Club. Any breeding will be undertaken with the object of producing sound, healthy Australian Terriers of good temperament and 

correct breed type. 

 Educate themselves with regard to known health problems within the breed.  Each member is urged to use appropriate tests for 

screening breeding stock.  

 Disclose known health defects/issues affecting the dog, its ancestors, or its offspring when breeding or selling.   

 Repeat breeding between a dog and bitch only if the breeding has produced no defect that compromises the health and well-being 

of the offspring.  If the dog or bitch produces the same defect when bred to another partner, the member will refrain from further 

use of this animal for breeding. 

 Use a written agreement clearly stating the conditions and terms of any stud service, co-ownership, or lease.  

 Protect the health of the bitch and pups by providing a safe, sanitary environment, necessary veterinary care and adequate puppy 

socialization.    

 Breed a bitch no sooner than her second season. 

 Breed a bitch no more than two out of three consecutive seasons, or more than twice in eighteen months. 

 Safeguard bitches under their care and supervision from accidental breeding. 

 Permanently identify dogs of breeding age that are kept on their premises.  

 Keep accurate records of all dogs and litters as required by the American Kennel Club.  

 Retain pups until suitable placements are found. 

 Ascertain whether any bitch brought to their stud will meet the requirements of this Code, whether owned by a club member or 

not. 

 Allow use of their stud to a bitch whose owner has the required knowledge and the necessary facilities to whelp and care for the 

resulting litter, and will rear and place them conscientiously in accordance with this Code. 

 Offer at stud only dogs that are sound, healthy, of correct breed type, and free of communicable diseases.  It is recommended that 

the dog be at least one year of age. 

 Ensure that all advertising of puppies, adults or stud service is factual and without misleading representations. 

 Under no circumstances, engage in the wholesale buying and/or selling of dogs or litters of puppies. At no time shall a member 

sell to such places as catalog or wholesale houses, electronic/virtual pet outlets, pet shops, pet dealers/distributors, research 

laboratories or any speculative source of distribution. Members shall not participate in the offering of puppies or dogs as prizes in 

raffles, drawings, or contests of any sort, nor shall a member solicit puppies or dogs for such purposes. 

 

Australian Terrier Placements 

 Conduct a comprehensive interview of the prospective buyer/owner. 

 Place dogs with a written contract signed by both parties, prior to the physical transfer of the puppy or dog, which includes at 

minimum the following: 

a) The puppy or dog’s gender, color, date of birth, and AKC registered names and numbers of sire and dam. 

b) The type of AKC registration. AKC Limited Registration and/or a Spay/Neuter contract clause is strongly recommended for 

dogs not purchased as show/breeding stock. 

c) The terms of any co-ownership, if applicable.  

d) A statement that guarantees the health of the puppy or dog at the time of delivery.  

e) A policy providing for the safe return of a puppy or dog after an initial veterinary check. Buyers will be encouraged to take 

puppies/dogs to the veterinarian of their choice within one week after sale.  Any reimbursements involved in returning a dog 

will be stated.  

f) A policy for replacement or reimbursement in case of death or significant health problems due to hereditary disease.     

g) The breeder’s statement of lifetime responsibility. The breeder will be prepared to take back any dog or puppy of their 

breeding and will assist in relocating the dog.  

h) Provision for valid, accurate documentation to be conveyed (e.g. registration papers and pedigrees). AKC registration papers 

may be withheld only by mutual consent in writing at the time of sale. Registration papers shall not be sold independently of 

the puppy/dog. 

i) Placement of puppies not sooner than eight (8) weeks of age, with ten (10) weeks being the recommended minimum age.   

 Place puppies/dogs with age-appropriate vaccinations or serum titer certificates as indicated. 

 Monitor placements to ensure that puppies/dogs are receiving proper care. 

 Be available to their puppy buyers for advice and counsel throughout the lifetime of the dog. 

 

Club welfare and reputation should be an important concern of all members and are expected to be placed above monetary gain and 

individual prestige. Every effort should be made by members to reconcile and settle differences within the Club ranks and in accordance 

with the Club’s Constitution and Bylaws. 

 

Members are reminded that pledging to a Code of Ethics entails a commitment to a high standard of practice and that observing the spirit of 

the Code is as important as adhering to its law.  By signing below, the member agrees to abide by the provisions of this Code of Ethics. 

Failure to comply may be considered not in the best interest of the Australian Terrier Club of America or the Australian Terrier, and could 

result in disciplinary action as provided for in Article VI of the Club Bylaws. 

 

 

 

________________________________________________  _______________________________ 

     Signature       Date of Acceptance 


